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MSMOPAHWM FOR I Deputy Director /intelligence 

JUB 4SOT* Proposal to Transfer Certain BOH Responsibilities 

and iitaff Functions to CIA 

KXrSRSKa&i htaff study to the DCX* mm subject, from AD/lI 

and AD/RR 


1* This »maor<*ndum incorporates additional information relating 
to the subject proposal and the referenced stuff study which Z feel 
should he brought to your attention in this informal manner. X 
could be unable to prove all of tbs points made, but they do repre- 
sent my understanding of the situation as it has developed over the 
years. 

&. Certain officials of the sugar map-«*»king agencies of the 
U.u. Ooverament, both, civilian and military, and of the Bureau of 
the Budget are convinced that the present board* its Foreign Hues 
Subcommittee, and its staff under the leadership of the present 
Director of the Office of Geography Interior, cannot effectively 
conduct the muse research and standardisation needed to aeet the 
overall rsKpiirements of the several agencies. Hence adequate support 
has not been received by the Department of Interior in efforts to 
obtain direct appropriations from Congress. 

3. several suggestions have been made for simplifying procedures 
for the review of foreign names by the Board's staff prior to 
standardisation. At one extreme* it was suggested that the Individ- 
ual agencies do their own foreign name research and that the staff of 
the Board provide a very superficial review to see that the names 
conform to policy before they are approved as standardised names. 

At the other extreme* was the suggestion that all foreign name re- 
search be conducted by a single staff and that this staff conduct all 
research preliminary to standardisation . fha Director of the Office 
of Geography* Interior* favored the latter suggestion* which would 
require a substantially increased staff. Attempts by hit to obtain 
adequate transfer of funds from all agencies in order to operate in 
this meaner have been unsuccessful . Direct appropriations have been 
negligible. 

v,‘ 
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SUBJECT: Proposal to Transfer Certain BGM Responsibilities and Staff 
Functions to CIA 


A. As a result of hearings, various members of Congress have 
been Made aware of the operating difficulties faced by the Board and 
its staff. If there were no change In legislation end CIA aseuned 
staff responsibility for foreign names wort: under the Board, sons 
ambers of Congress would Maintain continued interest in the activity 
as a supporting sl sss nt of the Board’s wait. 

5. Regardless of the solution to the lanmdlate problem, a very 
real difficulty in conducting the foreign senes wort 0 # the Board 
will contira* to be the determination at policy for sta n da rdisat ion 
of foreign names and adjustment of policy with ch a ngin g situations. 
Frequently, almost Impossible situations arise where policy, baaed on 
diplomatic end technical considerations, would run countar to military 
necessity because of the lac k of adequate information to apply the 
policy to a large number of namea or because such application would 
be excessively time -consuming. Approved policy te n ds to reflect the 
dlplcmstically at technically correct solution which the Military 
Services, for the reasons given above, cannot always follow in 
handling the thmwsnd* of names that must go on their current large- 
scale nape. A recent problem highlights a related point. A napping 
group of RATO has ap p ro v e d the use of de facto names in that portion 
of Poland taken from Germany, whereas Board policy requires the use 
of the former desman names in that area. Obviously, the military 
services will follow RATO and the RIS publications will use the 
standardised German names as provided by the BOB. 

6. The above comments indicate some of the operating difficulties 
that would be experienced by CIA if it were to accept the proposal. 


/s / 

otto k. auras 
Assistant Director 
Research end Reports 


Distribution: 

Orig. and 1 - Addressee 
/2 - AD/BI 
2 - AD/RR 
1 - Ch/G 
1 - D/GC 

0AD/BR:0BGuthe:a*st/28l7 (10 July 1956) 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP78-05597A000200020051-7 


